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one-of-a-kind items. Some of the most 
beautiful are petrified wood I 
Bins are full of unprepossessing-looking 
rocks which turn out to have, surprisingly, 
crystallized interiors when split. Many 
of these "volcanic bombs" can be found in 
California's desert regions - but you 
have to know what to look for. To the 
untrained eye, the brown-to-grey rocks 
are most uninteresting. 
Monterey Jade 
CDR Pelton grinds a stone at the cou11ter of his Peninsula lapidary shop. 
Uohn Perkins Photos) 
Did you know that one of the most 
beautiful precious stones, jade, abounds 
in Monterey County? This area became 
famous for its heavy concentrations soon 
after word of its discovery in 1936 got out. 
Although the jade from this region is not 
as fine as the Imperial jade associated 
with the Orient, Monterey County jade 
has a beauty of its own. Heavy, rounded 
lumps in varying sizes can still be found 
on the beaches, although beachcombers 
will have to be satisfied with smaller 
specimens than skindivers will bring up. 
A tough stone which is easy to work, jade 
is also found in Alaska, Washington and 
Wyoming. 
A fascinating hobby has turned into a 
profitable business for a recently-retired 
Postgraduate School instructor. Bob Pel-
ton was introduced to "rock-hounding" 
through a civilian employee in the Per-
sonnel Office, and he became interested 
enough in the study of rocks to join a 
local club. This led to the discovery that 














127 Central Avenue 
Pacific Grove, California 
CDR Pelton was, at the same time, try-
ing to make a decision on a type of re-
tirement job and the interest in rocks, 
added to the non-availability of equip-
ment locally, led him to open Peninsula 
Lapidary in the Carmel Rancho Shopping 
Center. In this shop, he stocks many hand 
tools for the rock-hound, as well as dia-
mond grinding pastes and saws, and ma-
chines for tumble-polishing and grinding 
the semi-precious stones he carries. In 
addition, he has much lovely jewelry made 
of the different stones, including items for 
both men and women. 
The field trips which led CDR Pelton 
into his business arc few and far be-
tween now - both because of the amount 
of time they consume, and because Pen-
insula Lapidary is open five days a week. 
Most of the "rock stock" which the shop 
carries is imported from South America 
or Africa. The United States also has 
many lovely semi-precious stones which, 
polished and set into jewelry, are really 
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506 Polk Street 
Monterey 
Phone 375-5669 
CDR Pelton's Navy career began in 1946 
when he joined to become an aviator. In 
the 23 years that followed, he flew single-
engine planes and helicopters, and was 
Old-time ash register came from the Salinas 
dump by way of a resale ~op and required two 
weeks of polishing. CDR Felton holds quartz 
crystals. 
Del Monte Lodge 
Pebble Beach 
Phone 624-4434 
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gradually worn away. Flat grinding 
wheels with diamonds impregnated into 
the surfaces, plus a diamond paste, are 
used. The dome of the stone is shaped last. 
Gift items range from these sm1ll figures to bookends and paperweights. 
As with the tumbled stones, the 
coarseness of the grinding wheels is grad-
uated until the stone is ready for the 
final polishing process. The diamond 
grinding pastes used are man-made -
mined diamonds just aren't rough enough! 
The pastes come in degrees of coarseness; 
the finest is 50,000, which means each 
diamond co~taincd in this grade is one· 
half micron in size. It is amazing how 
much hidden beauty can be brought out 
of an ordinary-looking rock by one of 
these polishing processes. 
Custom Work 
stationed on both coasts. A tour at N AS 
Jacksonville proved especially interesting, 
for it was there he met a WA VE who 
later became Mrs. Pelton. His first tour at 
Postgraduate School began in 1958 when 
he was selected for the Baccalaureate pro-
gram. Following tours at Cape Kennedy 
for the Polaris Project, and at Norfolk as 
a member of a "ferry squadron" - one 
which flies planes to areas where they are 
needed - CDR Pelton and his family re-
turned to the Postgraduate School, this 
time as Administrative Head of Enlisted 
Personnel. It was from this position that 
he retired in February, 1969. 
Well-known Couple 
Both of the Pcltons are well known in 
this area from their times of residence 
here. They have owned a home in Carmel 
for several years, are active members of 
the Carmel Presbyterian Church and are 
very involved in Scouting with their three 
sons. Beverly Pelton is also occupied at 
home with her new district managership 
in Beauty Counselor Cosmetics. 
CDR Pelton displays two types of 
stones - tumbled stones, which are 
smooth and shiny on all surfaces, and 
shaped stones. 
The tumbled stones arc polished by be-
ing ground with a paste abrasive in a con-
tinuously-operating tumbler. The abrasive 
is advanced from coarse to medium-coarse 
to fine grades, until the stones have been 
ground enough. Then the stones are 
washed and a polishing agent is used to 
bring the stones to the desired state of 
smoothness. From raw rock to finished 
product takes about a month of continual 
work. 
The shaped stones are prepared qui~ 
differently. A diamond saw slices the rock 
to the required thickness - usually about 
one-half inch. The slab is then "patterned" 
into several ovals, rectangles, circles or 
whatever is possible with the material and 
graining. Each stone is then rough-cut to 
its approximate finished shape and grind-
ing begins. 
During this process, the stones arc fixed 
to a stick with jeweler's wax to make 
them manageable and the rough edges arc 
CDR Pelton also will do custom work. 
If you have a particular stone which you 
wish set, or if you request a Special color, 
style or setting he can assist you. Al-
though he is quick to say, "I'm not a 
jeweler," and adds that his custom capa-
bilities arc limited at pre5ent, he'll do his 
best to help create a most unusual gift. 
For those interested in hunting for their 
own rocks, he carries not only tools but 
also many helpful books and maps. This 
area abounds in unusual stones and even 
the beginner can locate quite a variety 
within easy driving distance of Monterey. 
CDR Pelton and his "Friendly Rock Shop" 
will be glad to get you started. Happy 
rock-houndingl-Kathy Reea 
These scarf rings were made specially for GB of Carmel ties (see August, 1969 Classmate) but 
would also make interesting finger rings 
Look at Your Child 
Look at your child. There she sits on her 
trike. There he goes on his two-wheeler. 
Arc you absolutely sure she doesn't drift 
down the alley and into the street while 
you're on the phone? Are you absolutely 
sure he isn't weaving and wobbling across 
Spruance all the way to school? Or is it 
Leahy? Or Revere? Have you looked 
lately? 
